A    MISSION    TO    AUSTRALIA

extended by the felling of more trees. Press reporters were anxious
to know whether the main air route to Australia would be likely
to pass through Colombo. We thought that, in the near future, it
would not, because of the very long sea crossing to Western
Australia. After a very nice bathe on the beach near Mount
Lavinla, and an excellent dinner at the Galleface Hotel, we
returned on board and started our nine-day voyage to Fremantle.

On this trip it was the turn of the Orontes to drop mails,
newspapers and a cask of provisions for the nine Europeans who
manned the cable and wireless station at the Cocos-KeeHng
Islands. We stopped off Direction Island and pushed the barrels
over the side for the little sailing boats to pick up.

A small pamphlet, obtainable on board., described these
islands, which were first reported by Keeling of the East India
Company in 1609. For four generations a Ross had governed the
small native population of about 1,000. The original John Ross
came there in 1827 w^k ^s English bride, and from that time
onwards the natives were able to export sufficient copra to pay
for necessary Imports, but in 1901 a cyclone practically cleared
the island of coconut trees and did great damage to the native
buildings,

Ross's rule appears to be a benevolent autocracy, as he allows
no intruders, and any native who leaves the island may not
return. The medium of exchange is token money on a rupee basis
in the form of bones of different sizes and shapes.

A large lagoon giving sheltered water could be made suitable
for flying-boats, and it was subsequently used by an American
P.B.Y. boat flying to Africa from Australia via these Islands.
The main trouble with these lagoons is usually the existence of
coral pinnacles sticking up to within a few feet of the surface.
The best method of dealing with them Is by dynamite, but It
naturally takes some time to locate them.

It was on these islands that the Emden was beached after
her action with the Australian cruiser Sydney in the .First World
War. Some of the Emderfs crew, who were ashore demolishing the
cable station at the time the Sydney appeared, eventually reached
Jeddah in the Red Sea in the island schooner Ayesha.

We arrived at Fremantle on the i4th February, and I decided
to fly across to Adelaide and rejoin the Orontes there, for the
final voyage to Melbourne. A short motor drive past some very
nice seaside houses and a well-laid park with a wonderful variety
of trees brought me to Perth, A Royal Australian Air Force
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